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Contact Details:


The Student Centre of the 


Methodist and Church of Ireland Chaplaincies


22 Elmwood Avenue 


Belfast


BT9 6AY


Tel. 028 9066 7754


Email office@thehubbelfast.org





www.thehubbelfast.org





Welcome to The Hub (home to the Student Centre of the Methodist and Church of Ireland Chaplaincies, QUB). We hope this prospectus gives you a flavour of who we are and what it might mean to live as a student resident among us. Even if you don’t end up in our accommodation we hope that you will always feel welcome to come along to The Hub and make it your home whilst at Queens. 





God Bless





Barry & John


(Chaplains)








Welcome





The student centre is at a very exciting time in its history…in that it is now at something of a new beginning. In recent years the Church of Ireland and Methodist Chaplaincies at Queens have sought to find ways to live and work more closely together. This is now taking shape in many ways, not least in understanding who we are in terms of being a single Student Centre of the Methodist and Church of Ireland Chaplaincies. In short, what we used to do in two separate entities as neighbours, we now do in one shared unit as housemates and friends. Our hope is that we will be a place of Prayer and worship, looking to God, of Unity, encouraging one another, and Reaching out, making an impact across campus, city and the wider world. 





So, what does the student centre comprise of? There is so much to say and so little space to say it in, but in essense we have three core elements…


Community – we are a residential community, offering residency to approx 50 students


Cafe – we have a café on campus that is open during term time to all who pass by


Church  - we have a church ‘space’, home to a weekly Sunday gathering every morning throughout the year, and host to a wide range of groups, events, activities and gatherings throughout term time. 





It is our vision to be a ‘Hub’ that sees lives connected with one another and with Jesus Christ, as we come and go, living, eating, worshipping, socialising together. We are home to a number of outside groups who use our facilities, and we network with other churches, charities, conferences, christian unions (anything that begins with a ‘c’ basically!). In our context lives collide for a while, are shaped and challenged by new ides, plans and thinking and then move on to a wider world of careers, new homes, new churches and communities. We hope that as people pass through they leave encouraged and ready to face the challenges and embrace the opportunities that life presents them with. 








WHo are we, and why are we here?
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A key part of life in the centre is living in community. This does not just comprise the 50 or so students, but also the two Chaplains and their families, assistant Chaplain, and the staff of the centre. You will be glad to hear that much of the communal life revolves around food! Each house forms its own unit and students cook for one another on a rota basis (which in effect means that you end up cooking once every 2-3 weeks and get fed the rest of the time courtesy of your housemates…not bad). 








Living in Community





In addition, a highlight of the week that all students are expected to participate in is The Gathering on Wednesday evenings. A key feature of The Gathering is the meal afterwards at which everyone comes together for food and banter.





Life in the centre





The Student Centre offers self-catering accommodation comprising 27 single rooms and 11 double rooms across 4 houses located between 16 and 26 Elmwood Avenue Belfast. There are communal kitchen and bathroom facilities, internet access in each house, and a small library and common room in House 22. Residents also benefit from access to The Hub Café and the adjoining Church. 


The centre is well placed on campus and for many is a roll out of bed away from lectures. The Student Union is across the Avenue and the library, sports centre, student guidance centre, to name but a few, are only minutes away. There are excellent transport links with bus stops on both University Road and Lisburn Road whilst the train stations of City hospital, Great Victoria Street and Botanic Avenue are all within 10 minutes walk.





Accommodation & location
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[Date]





Lorem & Ipsum





Every year, in the week before Easter Sunday, teams from the centre have led outreach and mission in churches across Ireland. In addition, overseas teams have frequently been a feature of student centre life with the aspiration that all should have the opportunity to serve as part of some ‘mission’ team during their stay. The Hub increasingly is linking in with other groups and organisations such as Summer Madness, the 24/7 prayer movement to name but two. There is never a shortage of opportunities…only of time (which we cannot change) and commitment (which we can). 








To Ireland… and beyond








At university lives collide like never before. Ideas bump into one another and lives get changed. We Collide on Sunday evenings at 2030 to impact on issues of life and faith and culture. Come along… you never know who (or what) you might bump into…








The centre is home to a small number of people in a university of thousands… how do we reach beyond our own walls? Late Love is one expression of this and, for the last 10 years and more, has been meeting every Thursday evening from 2300 for worship in The Res, followed by the simple act of serving tea and coffee to those making their way home from pubs and clubs on campus and around the city.








Late Love








Collide








This is the central and focal point of our week. Every Wednesday evening all student residents gather together from 5pm to engage and participate in worship, to catch up, and to eat together. It is a space within the week to support and encourage one another, to learn from our diverse experiences and insights, and to benefit from the impact made by invited guests and speakers. It is a place to gather…always with one eye on the lives to which we all scatter. 








The Gathering
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Living in the centre is not (we hope) the same as living in a bubble. What we do together we do for the purpose of life beyond the centre – on campus, in your course, on mission teams, in your future life. For many who have lived in the centre they look back and see the profound role it played in who they are now. We hope it will be the same for you… this is a flavour of what we get up to…








the centre in life… Prayer, unity & Reaching out





Whether it’s playing on the centre football team, heading to the Christmas panto, recording a CD, getting dolled up for the formal (that’s just the guys), or just making new friends…life in the centre is simply fun. There is always something happening … so come, engage and enjoy!








The banter








If you come to live in the centre you can be assured that settling in will not be difficult – there is too much happening to get bored. We will provide you with further details about what’s on and when, but the first couple of weeks are a very important time in terms of getting to know one another, as well as the centre and its staff. 








Student Centre Pre-Term / Fresher’s Week








A student committee is elected each year to plan many of the activities that happen within the centre – fresher’s week, student weekend, formal, bbq’s, and whatever else their imaginations come up with. 








Student Committee





Each house forms a unit within the centre and has its own student house warden. The wardens are chosen by the Chaplains each year to assist with the running of each house and to support the ministry of the Chaplains. 








House Wardens
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It sounds like a lot… do I have to do everything?


Life in the centre is full and varied. If you did everything you would have a great time but no degree! We understand this… but we also want you to engage as fully as possible with who we are and what we are about. It is our expectation that residents will be committed to who we are, our values and will play their part in this journey we are all on together. 





Do I have to be Methodist or Church of Ireland to live in the centre?


The short answer is no. Both Chaplaincies have a long history of housing people from a wide range of denominational backgrounds.





Do I have to be a Christian to live in the Student Centre?


We want to be up front about who we are and what our values are. We understand that people are often at very different stages of life when it comes to matters of faith and belief. Some have inherited beliefs they are now questioning. Others have firm beliefs they want to live out. Some have no beliefs but are interested in the questions. Everything we do is open to anybody. All we ask is that if you live with us that you respect the values and ethos of the centre. 





Are there a load of rules to keep if I live there?


Only in as much as there will be rules to keep no matter where you live. Ours are covered in both our tenancy agreement and student handbook. 





When is the centre open for residency and for how long?


The tenancy agreement is for 36 weeks, starting on the Sunday of pre-term week and running through to the week after the end of term in June. It includes the Easter holidays but the centre is closed for a two week period over the Christmas holidays





OK – bottom line…how much does it cost?


Rates for 2011-2012 will be available from mid March.  Please contact us for further details.





FAQ’s
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John Alderdice is the Methodist Chaplain, is married to Ruth and has two kids. He lives at no. 24 Elmwood Avenue.


Barry Forde is the Church of Ireland Chaplain, is married to Claire and has three kids. He lives at no. 20 Elmwood Avenue. 


On site we have an Assistant Chaplain, a Secretary, a Domestic Bursar, Café Manager, Chef, and cleaning staff. They help us but more importantly are here for you. 








Who’s who





The ‘Res’ is both a place and a people. It sits just behind the café, and provides space for worship for up to 180 people. There is also a small prayer room and a crèche area. Every Sunday morning at 1030 there is a gathering of people from a wide range of backgrounds, and throughout term time in particular is home to a wide range of groups and events, including The Gathering, Late Love, Collide, and more. 








The church of the resurrection





The Hub Café is the new name for an old idea… hospitality. Established over 20 years ago as the Oasis, the café seeks to be a place for good food at student prices, easy conversation and making connections. Free Wi-Fi is available as are a range of speciality coffees. The café relies on both its staff and student volunteers (who always get a meal in return!) to keep running, providing opportunities for service. 








The hub cafe








