The God Enquiry Reviews

James Heard (St George’s, Campden Hill, London)

The God Enquiry course attracted a fascinating range of people from my parish, including those who were unsure what or if they believed, the theologically articulate, as well as those with a more mystical leaning. Brendan has put together a course that is thoughtful (there was no ‘dumbing down’), that is non-dogmatic and that is a lot of fun. Laughter was a key ingredient. Rather than attempting to pin people to a particular 'Christian position', the course opened up discussion, and was wonderfully refreshing. I highly recommend it!
Revd Dr James Heard
Priest in Charge
United Benefice of Holland Park
Tom Keightley (Rector, Belvoir Parish, Belfast)

As a minister of  a medium sized congregation on the outskirts of Belfast, I commend the God Enquiry Course. Christianity here has become largely an old habit amongst us; part of the air we breathe, neither valued nor much questioned.  In this environment some have drifted away.

The God Enquiry seemed to me to be a vehicle to honestly face the faith.  Also in Dr Brendan McCarthy I believed we had an academic of integrity with the intellectual candour and the
personality to deliver in print and person the issues with which we would be forced  to grapple. We were thrilled with the Course. 30 people started and somewhat more finished it. Our doubts and our fond beliefs were both challenged and new ground explored.

We would hope to repeat the Course on a regular basis.  


Regards Tom
John Kee (|director, Summer Madness)

At the start of 2014 I had the privilege of taking part in a special 10 week course in my local church that invited participants to explore the really big questions about the meaning of life - but it wasn’t the Alpha course! In this weekly series, we did however have a ‘no holds barred’ look at morality, particle physics, the origins of the universe, human identity and consciousness, oh….and the existence of God. I knew the presenter quite well and so was confident we would get to wrestle with some tough issues and for the first time in many years, I began to look forward to a weekly church meeting.

The course was based around a new book by Dr Brendan McCarthy called ‘The God Enquiry’. It was devised, not as a Christian apologetic but as a genuine attempt to examine the evidence from a wide variety of fields to discover if indeed belief in a supreme, creator GOD is even compatible with the very latest and best knowledge and expertise available. Nor was this endeavour prone to the all pervasive ‘confirmation bias’. This was never going to be an opportunity to review recent discoveries in the fields of science, psychology, or philosophy in order to find a rational basis for previously held views: not at all! The book, and the presenter doggedly (and for some, frustratingly) held to the ‘avowed intent’ - to be a pilgrim and follow the facts, wherever they might lead.

We were asked therefore to suspend previously held notions of what we should think or believe and try to explore the ‘evidence’ from a neutral standpoint and ask simply if there was ‘room’ for the Christian concept of God. It was so refreshing to take part in a church led discussion that refused to take the predictable route or where the destination was not prearranged and decided. This wasn’t always a comfortable path, but it certainly led to lively debate and questioning. 

Now I have to admit to a certain amount of ‘professional’ interest in the course but I was delighted to find that you really didn’t need a theology degree or science A levels to be absorbed by these big questions about our origins, the notion of free will, personality and identity, good and evil. The course participants ranged from teenagers to octogenarians (I’m guessing) and included those with very firm faith to seekers and sceptics. All, I believe, enjoyed the discussion and the opportunity to explore the issues without any agenda other than seeking truth. No doubt, some also discovered why Dr McCarthy’s favourite quote currently is Gloria Steinem’s take on a rather familiar Gospel saying ‘The truth will set you free, but first it will piss you off’

So, it may not always be easy to set aside our traditional church agendas but I heartily recommend this course and the book on which it’s based. Too often perhaps, we Christians find comfort in believing that we have all of the answers without even seeking to understand fully the questions. That is why I loved the integrity of this particular ‘God Enquiry’.

-- 
John Kee

Director Summer Madness

                                                    
