Divine Healing Ministries - Visit to Colombia - 14th - 27th February 2008
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

On 14th February a five man team from Divine Healing Ministries, led by Rev Canon David Jardine, made the journey to Colombia at the invitation of Pastor Hendrik Hoere whose church is in the city of Cali. Team members were Paul Shields, Ronnie Orr, Don McCartney and Eric Lewis
The team shared with their Colombian hosts, their own encouraging experiences of the ministry of divine healing, which offers prayer and the laying on of hands to those seeking ministry. Brother David taught in fluent Spanish whilst Pastor Hendrik translated for those of us less accomplished in this language.
Cali is a sprawling city with a population equivalent to that of Northern Ireland, a drug culture of epic proportions, hundreds of shanty town dwellings and 'no-go' areas where gunmen as young as twelve years of age, are caught up with criminal gangs. The guerrilla movement includes kidnap and murder in its terror campaign, targeting police, army and foreign nationals. The Government's response is to have heavily armed guards on duty at shopping centres and hospitals. Security is big business in this City.

Against this background we met regularly for prayer during the year prior to our departure. The safety and peace of mind we experienced whilst in Colombia can be attributed not only to the care given us by Pastor Hendrik but to those at home who upheld us in prayer during our visit.
In stark contrast to the violence and dangers in Cali we found enthusiasm, love and openness to prayer amongst Church members in every part of the City. Church membership there expands through the use of cell groups where new members are nurtured in Bible study and encouraged to make a Christian commitment. One of the largest churches we visited has one thousand worshippers at each of its three Sunday services. At another church Brother David spoke to a congregation of 1200 people, 600 of whom came forward for prayer, with a further one hundred who committed their lives to Christ. Each Church is meticulous about recording these details accurately so that new members can be encouraged and cared for whilst they grow in their faith.
We made, what was to be a brief visit, to a huge statue of Christ which overlooks the City (Similar to the famous statue in Rio de Janeiro) but within minutes we were  approached by people curious to know why we were there and keen to receive ministry on the spot. We prayed for a man who had suffered from polio, a lady who rededicated her life to Christ, two chefs from a nearby restaurant and a man who left his trinket stall and came across for prayer. Paul Shields brought out his guitar, closed his eyes and began singing. Thus we became a prayer and praise event to which families and more individuals were also drawn for prayer. When he opened his eyes again he realised that we were surrounded by a large crowd of people, pressing forward to receive prayer.
We visited a project where Pastor Hendrik's church provides a nourishing meal each day for children living in one of the poorest and most dangerous neighbourhoods in Cali. We prayed for each child and witnessed the love of Christ being practically demonstrated through this programme, which also provides dental care for the children. The church is presently improving the facilities for this outreach through the generous help of Christians in Paul's church in Northern Ireland.  In addition we were bemused to see an Ulster flag standing beside the National flag of Colombia in Pastor Hendrik's Church. This is evidently an acknowledgement of the financial and prayerful support of Northern Ireland folk and recognition of several tons of Christian tracts printed in Spanish and sent out to the Pastor by an organisation in East Belfast.
Praying for children in the Intensive Care unit of a large hospital was a very moving experience, as was a visit to the main wards in the same hospital. Beds were packed tightly together and literally hundreds of people were lying on trolleys waiting with dignity it seemed, to be seen by medical staff. Even here where we were moving through wards and praying quietly, those who could do so, came to us to ask for individual prayer.

Other Christian outreach is given in a centre for those with drug and alcohol addictions. Here again there is strong reliance on prayer which is pivotal in leading people to freedom from addiction and new life in Christ. Those running the programme are presently trying to establish a bakery in an adjacent building to the one in which they meet. When they get this off the ground it will provide employment for people who would otherwise find it almost impossible to secure a job and get back on their feet. 
Before leaving Cali we were told of positive outcomes to many of the prayers we had spoken and we each felt that it had been a privilege to receive from these people of another culture, the warmth of their fellowship and their willingness to share with us in Jesus' name.

