Tackling climate change ‘inherent in our faith’ 

‘People ask are we not just interested in the saving of souls, but the care for the environment is part of the biblical base on which we stand,” Bishop George Browning, Bishop of Canberra and Goulburn, told assembled media at the Lambeth Conference.

He was accompanied at the daily press briefing by the Most Rev Phillip Aspinall, Archbishop of Brisbane and Bishop Katharine Jefferts Schori, head of the Anglican Church in the USA.

Archbishop Aspinall, who chaired the briefing, introduced Bishop Browning as Chair of the Anglican Communion Environment Network. Bishop Jefferts Schori has a background in science, and is well qualified to reflect on the issue of climate change, having taken the issue up with the US Senate, the Archbishop said.

Bishop Browning told the Press: “I have to try to get the Bishops to understand they have no option but to take this up, not because the world says so but because it is inherent in our faith.

“Progress internationally will have to come from some moral persuasion because politically this is only being taken up peripherally. The Church needs to lend its weight to the overall moral argument.”

Speaking of the timescale for change, Bishop Browning said: “I believe choice is one of the great gifts God has given us and at present we have choices that will not be available to us in a few years time. In the UK people are saying they are under so much economic pressure they cannot afford to make these choices now.

“That is so short sighted and we will pay such a price later.”

The Bishop said the Lambeth Conference had not intended to present a statement on the environment, but following a plenary session by Professor Chris Rapley OBE, Director of the Science Museum and former Director of the British Antarctic Survey; the previous evening, many Bishops had been pressing for a statement. He promised one would be available later in the Conference.
Bishop Jefferts Schori listed the countries in addition to the US of which she is Presiding Bishop.  “We are all interconnected and all that is created reflects the body of God,” she said.
She told the media: “Climate change is of ultimate importance because it impacts on all of us. It is the poorest areas of the globe who suffer the most and will continue to suffer.”

She spoke of the impact climate change was having on countries like Alaska, the South Pacific, Haiti and Sudan.
“If we do not pay attention to the incarnate reality of creation and how it reflects God we are not Christian people,” Bishop Jefferts Schori said.

In response to a question from the Press, Bishop Jefferts Schori said: “Issues of life and death are the most significant for most attendees here. People are suffering from hunger and disease and lack of learning. These issues override other issues that seem to divide people in this community.”

The Bishops were asked how green the conference was. Archbishop Aspinall said some initiatives were underway, adding that his Indaba group to bring in additional recycling measures and endorse carbon offsetting.
Bishop Browing said his carbon footprint to travel from Australia had been £25. “It is within everybody’s capacity to cover their carbon footprint and we hope and pray they will.”

Funds raised by carbon offsetting will go towards projects in Barundi and Bangladesh.

