Lambeth 2008  - the Indaba groups

Indaba is a Zulu word for a gathering for purposeful discussion.
An Indaba first and foremost acknowledges that there are issues that need to be addressed effectively to foster ongoing communal living.

Originally, in the Zulu context, these would include issues which affect the whole community. In the case of the Lambeth Conference it is issues which affect the whole Communion as reflected in the daily themes.

In Indaba we must be aware of these challenges (issues) without immediately trying to resolve them one way of the other. We meet and converse, ensuring that everybody has a voice and that the issues at hand are fully defined and understood by all.

The purpose of the discussion is to find out more about the deeper convergences that might hold people together in difference and come to a deeper understanding of the topic or issues discussed.

For Indaba to work, Indaba each day should be seen as interrelated, even if the themes differ. The whole becomes greater than the sum of the parts.

At the end of each Indaba session the discussion will be summarised seeking to honour each of the different voices that have been heard. These written summaries will help shape the communications coming out of the conference.

