i *Once -when Zechariah’s divi-
ision was on duty and he was

i was chosen-by.lot, ‘according to
i the custom of the priesthood, to

. worshippers were praying out-
: side. s

: YThen an ange] of the Lord
: appeared to him, standing at the
 right side of the altar of incense.

 him:

! Your wife Elizabeth will bear you
|ason, and youare to give him the
iname John. **He will be ajoy-and
 delight to you, and many will
 he will be great in the sight of the
. Lord. He is never to take wine or
- other fermented drink; and he
t will be filled with the Holy Spirit

. people of Israel will he bring back

the Lord.”
‘WZechariah asked the angel,

on In years.”

Ciabeiel Tstand o the presence of

: Son -of God.
"Ihe angel answered, “1 am |

i months remained in seclusion.
*“The Lord has dome this for
serving as priest before God, *he | me,”

she said. “In these days he

i has shown his favour and-taken
. away my disgrace among the
: go into the temple of the Lord : :
tand burn incense. *And when | - '
ithe time for the burning of in- | ThﬁBirth..@f Jesus Foretold.
i cense- came, all the. assembled :

people.”

*1n the sixth month, God sent

. the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
. town in Galilee, ¥to a virgin
| pledged to be matried to'a man
. named Joseph, a descendant of
: t David. The virgin's name:-was
{12When Zechariah saw him, he | Mary. *The angel went to her
iwas startled and was gripped |
i with fear. ¥But the angel said to |
“Do.not be afraid, Zecha- |
triah; your prayer has been heard. |

and said, “Greetings, you who
are highly fa*if’vr:n.lredT The Lord is
with vou.”

“Mary was greatly troubled at

i his words and- wondered what
: kind of greeting this miight be.
: *But the angel'said to her, “Do
 not be afraid, Mary, you have
 rejoice because-of his'birth, “for !
. will be with ¢hild and give birth
! to a son, and yot:are to give him
! the name Jesus. **He will be great
+ and will be called the Son of the
 even from birth.? "“Many of the |

found favour with God. *'You

Most High. The Lord God will

_ i give him the throne of his father
Lto the Lord their God. "And he |
- will go on before the Lord, in the |
spirit and power of Elijah, to turn |
the hearts of the fathers to their |
children and the disobedient to i
(e wisdom of the righteous—to
make ready a people prepared for ;

David, *and he will reign over
the house of Jacob for ever; his
kingdom will never end.” -~
““How will- this be,” Mary
asked the angel, ”Smce | am a
virgin?” :
*The -angel answered, “The

: Holy Spirit will come upon you,
. and the power of the Most High
“How ¢an [ be sure of this? [ am
in old man and my wife is well :

will overshadow you. S¢ the holy
one to be born will be callede the
Even Flizabeth
i your relative is going to have a
\ chilled e her obd age, and she who






