
Unit 2 Living Life God’s Way    

Week 1  The Pharisee and the Tax Collector   

Information for Leaders  
Bible Reference: Luke 18: 9-14 
 

Main Teaching Points 
• Don’t trust in your own goodness, trust in God. 

• God will bring down people who think too highly of themselves. 

• God will forgive those who are sorry from the heart. 
 

Themes to discover 
Pride 
This parable is a warning for those ‘who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on 
everybody else’ (v 9).  Jesus was referring to the Pharisees in the crowd. When we are proud, we begin to 
trust in our own abilities rather than trusting God and we can easily start to view other people with 
contempt and disrespect rather than seeing them as created equal, in the image of God.  
The Pharisee was sure that he was a blessing to God (v 11) " His real prayer was "God, I thank you that I am 
so marvellous." He didn’t see himself as a sinner needing forgiveness. He listed all his good deeds and 
obedience to the law. He made no request of God; he offered no honour to God. He went away satisfied 
with himself but not justified by God (v 14).  
 
Humility 
As the tax collector enters the temple, he has a great awareness of God’s holiness and power and his own 
humble position before Him.  He comes to God with an acute awareness of his own failings and sin and 
therefore remains at a distance, not lifting his eyes to heaven. He beats his breast to show his sorrow and 
remorse.  
The tax collector asks for God’s mercy. He knows he can’t earn God’s forgiveness with his own good deeds, 
so he simply turns to God asking for His grace. The tax collector's prayer honoured God and was heard, and 
he went away justified (v 14). 
 

The Introductory activity helps us think about some of the themes in the bible story. 
The Story, Quiz and Game help tell and reinforce the story. 
The Prayer activity shows some helpful ways to pray suitable for younger and older children. 
 

Additional discussion questions  
Ages 4-7 

1. How was the Pharisee feeling about himself as he prayed? 
2. How was the tax collector feeling about himself as he prayed? 

Ages 7-11 
1. Who do you think would have been more highly thought of by others, the Pharisee, or the tax 

collector? 
(Note: Pharisees and tax collectors are on opposite ends of the social spectrum. The Pharisee is a 
respected religious member in a most honoured social group, while the tax collector belongs to one 
of the most hated professions possible for a Jew.) 

2. Do you think that the people Jesus was talking to were shocked to hear that it was the tax collector 
who went away right with God? 

3. Who is like the tax collector and who is like the Pharisee today? 



Session 1 Outline 
 

Welcome and Intro 
Registration/Welcome/Prayer 
 

Intro Idea 
You will need  
The Football – Drama or Short Story 
What to do 
‘The Football’ tells the story of a girl called Suzie who mirrors the Pharisee in today’s bible story. She is 
proud of herself and her own achievements, completely self-focussed, looks down on others and doesn’t 
ask for the help she needs. 
If you have willing leaders you could try out the drama version of the story but if not, it can be told by one 
leader as a short story. 
Afterwards you could ask these questions. 
Who in the story puts most effort into improving their football skills? 
What did Suzie think of the other’s girls football skills? 
What did Dylan think of Suzie? 
Why did Suzie not ask Dylan for the lend of a ball? 
How did Hannah manage to get the lend of a ball when Suzie didn’t? 
 
Our bible story today might seem very different from the story of Suzie and the football but there are lots 
of similarities too. See if you can work out what the similarities are! 
 

Story telling suggestions for unit 7 
Choose some of these options to help tell the story. 

1. Read the story from the Lion Storyteller bible with good pace and expression.  Using another 
leaders voice for some of the dialogue can be effective.  

2. Use the PowerPoints to go along with the stories in weeks 2 and 3.  
3. Use the short videos provided to tell the stories. (see digital resources for this unit) 
4. Tell the story using objects to help illustrate important points.  

Week 1- see ‘The Pharisee and the Tax Collector Object Lesson’ in resources 
Week 2 – see ‘Jesus heals the 10 Lepers story with a change bag!’ in resources 

Week 3 – ask volunteers to come up and play the parts of the merchant, lawyer, religious leader, 
and widow. Give the first 3 a small, medium, and large bag of coins and give the widow 2 small 
coins. Use a big metal saucepan as the money box so that the coins clatter into it with a lot of noise.     

 
Story 
pages 126-127 from The Lion Storyteller Bible 
See Story suggestions for this unit 
 
Quiz   
You will need 
The Pharisee and the tax collector quiz questions (see resources) 
The Pharisee and the tax collector quiz pictures (see resources) 
Blocks/thick books/bricks or anything suitable for building 
 



What to do 
Before the session, cut out the pictures of the tax collector and 
Pharisee and cut each into 5 sections. 
Stick them onto your blocks/spine of books. 
If you haven’t already used the text from the Lion Storyteller bible 
in the Storytelling section, you could read it out now to recap the 
story. 
Divide your group into two teams. Both teams will answer 
questions alternatively. One team will have the task of building 
up the tax collector and the other team will have the task of 
taking down the Pharisee.  
Start with the Pharisee built up and the tax collector in 5 parts.  
Team members put their hands up if they think they know the 
answer. Take the first answer only. If the answer is wrong, that 
team misses getting their block. The first team to have either built 
up or taken down their story character is the winner.  
 
Talk about 
God puts things right for those who are sorry for their sins but puts people who think they are better than 
others in their place. 
 
 

Prayer Activity  
Younger Children (3-6yrs)  
This idea is from Creative Flame Blogspot 
You will need 
A plastic ball (e.g. ball pool ball)  
Sheets of foil 
plastic cups  
pipe cleaners  
stickers 
 
What to do 
Make a hole in the base of the cup and push a pipe cleaner through it and 
secure.  This makes the microphone 'lead'.   
Help the children wrap a plastic ball in foil. Push the foil covered ball into the top of the cup, where is 
should become lodged (you may need to experiment with the size of cup and ball you use to make sure the 
ball will fit!) 
Decorate the cup with stickers. 
 
Children hold their microphones and take it in turns to say 'thank you' to God or to say a 'please' prayer.  
 
Older children (7-11yrs) 
You will need 
Paper 
Pens/pencils 
Colouring pens/pencils 
Power Point or Print outs of ‘Praying from the heart visual’ 
 
In the story today the tax collector opened his heart to God when he prayed. He was honest and genuinely 
wanted God’s help and forgiveness. God was pleased to fill him with his mercy and grace and forgiveness. 
The tax collector went away that day forgiven and right with God.  

http://flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/search?q=pharisee+and+the+tax+collector
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-nf0jO1qHG_Q/Ua9TvEEGwSI/AAAAAAAAGAw/y6wtVe2oyxI/s1600/20130604_111531.jpg


The Pharisee didn’t ask for forgiveness because he didn’t think he had done anything wrong. He didn’t 
recognise his sins. He couldn’t see that he was proud and self-centred. He looked down on others and 
thought he didn’t need God’s grace. He thought he could earn his way to heaven through his good deeds.  
So, after he had told God how wonderful he was, he went away in the same state as when he arrived.  
God wants us to be sincere and honest when we pray; to pray from the heart. 
Encourage your group to have a look at the prayer acronym H.E.A.R.T. You can either use the PowerPoint 
slides or have it printed out so everyone can see. Each of the letters of the word ‘HEART’ stand for ways we 
can pray e.g. praise prayers, sorry prayers etc.  Ask the children to compose a H.E.A.R.T. prayer. Some 
might prefer to sit quietly and think of their prayer in their head and some may wish to write it down and 
decorate their prayer with the materials provided.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Game - Big Space 

You will need 
A set of Pharisee and tax collector visuals per team (see resources section) 
A set of ‘Which one’ cards per team (see resources section) 
Space to run a relay race 
 
What to do 
Stick each team’s visuals up on a wall spaced a little apart from each other.  
Divide your group into two teams and line them up at the opposite side of the room, ready to race against 
each other. Explain to the teams that they must read each card and work out if it refers to the Pharisee or 
the Tax-collector. They must run up one at a time and place their card under the correct picture.  
If a team member puts the card in the wrong place a leader waits until they return to their team and then 
shouts ‘MISTAKE’. That same team member must now run back and correct their mistake and return to the 
team again before the next team member can set off. 
Hand each team a set of cards which they will pass out to their team members. Make sure there are 
enough cards so that everyone gets a turn to take part. If you have larger numbers, divide your group into 
3 teams. If you have small numbers, team members can run twice. 
The team that is first to have placed all their cards under the correct visuals and are all sitting down in a 
line wins. 
 
 



Game - Small Space 
You will need 
A set of Pharisee and tax collector visuals per team (see resources section) 
A set of ‘Which one’ cards per team (see resources section) 
Blu tack 
Timer (optional) 
 
What to do 
Divide your group into teams of 2-3 and give each team a set of visuals and cards and some Blu tack. Each 
team must work together to sort the cards into those that refer to the tax collector and those that refer to 
the Pharisee and stick them onto the correct picture. If you want to include an element of fun set a 3-
minute timer and tell teams they must get the task completed before the timer goes off. 
Have time for feedback afterwards so that teams can share their answers. 
  



Week 2   The Man Who Came Back 
Information for Leaders  
Bible Reference: Luke 17:11-19 
 

Main Teaching Points 
• Jesus always showed love and compassion for outsiders. 

• Jesus healed ten men with leprosy but only one returned to thank him. 

• Jesus said the man’s faith had saved him. 
 

Themes to discover 
Being Thankful 
Although this is a story about how Jesus miraculously healed 10 lepers, the main emphasis is on the 
thankfulness showed by one man. After the men had begged Jesus to heal them, he sent them all off to 
show themselves to the priest so he could judge whether or not they were free from disease. We don’t 
know how far they had journeyed away from Jesus but somewhere along the route, they were healed. As 
soon as one of the men saw that he had been healed he rushed back to find Jesus and thank him for this 
life changing gift. His thanks was immediate, and it was loud! He wanted everyone to know what had 
happened to him and he wanted to give the glory to God.  
The others we assume went straight to the priest to confirm they were truly healed, then most likely went 
to share the news with families and friends and celebrate their good fortune. They forgot to show any 
gratitude to the one who healed them.  
How easy it is for us to forget to be thankful for the good things that God has given us?  
 
An even greater gift 
By coming to Jesus, the man received something even greater than physical healing, he was also saved 
from his sins. Jesus said, ‘your faith has saved you’ (v 19). These are the same words that Jesus said to the 
woman who poured perfume on his feet at Simon’s house (see Luke 7:50). It is a wonderful thing to 
experience the miracle of healing, but it is even greater to receive the miracle of eternal salvation.  
 

The Introductory activity and the Challenge help children understand more about leprosy and what life 
was like for people suffering from the disease in bible times.  
The Story and Edible craft tell and reinforce the story.  
The Prayer activity gives the children the opportunity to thank God for the good things he has given them. 
 

Additional discussion questions  
Ages 4-7 

1. What good things has God given you? 
2. Do you ever forget to thank him? 

 
Ages 7-11 

1. Have you ever done something nice for someone who didn’t then say thank you? How did that 
make you feel? 

2. Do you think Jesus was pleased that the man came to thank him? 

  



Session 2 Outline 
Welcome and Intro 
Registration/Welcome/Prayer 

Intro Idea 
Talk about how we stop the spread of infectious diseases.  
For example, what are some of the changes that were brought in to stop the spread of the Corona virus? 
(lockdown, social distancing, masks, good hygiene etc.) 
 
When Jesus was on earth there was a very serious disease of the skin and nerves called leprosy. It caused 
swollen lumps on the skin and sores all over the body. The hands, feet and face eventually became 
deformed. Fingers, toes, and nose were destroyed. Eyesight was often damaged as well. There was no cure 
for it, and therefore everybody was terrified of getting it. For more information about leprosy which is 
child friendly, see the link below. 
https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/leprosy/599026 

People with leprosy had to live away from everyone else. If they came near to a healthy person, they had 

to shout ‘unclean’ to warn the person not to come near them (see Leviticus chapter 13 v 45-46). 

Find more information about how people with leprosy were treated in bible times at: 
https://www.bible-history.com/backd2/leprosy.html 
It was such a difficult, lonely life for someone with leprosy with no help or support from anyone. Imagine 
how amazing it would have been for someone with leprosy to hear about a man called Jesus who could 
heal them.  
 

Story 
pages 124-125 from The Lion Storyteller Bible 
See Story suggestions for this unit 

 
Challenge  Make fake sores 
This is a bit gruesome which means that the kids will love it! It will 
also give them some idea what people with leprosy had to suffer. 
You will need 
Flour 
Vaseline or other petroleum jelly 
Yellow and red face paint or alternative 
Coco powder 
   
What to do 
Older children (7-11yrs) 
Children in this age group can work together in groups of 2-3 to make the skin putty. This makes enough for 
3 children to have 3-4 sores each. 
In a bowl add one heaped tablespoon of flour and one tablespoon of Vaseline. The Vaseline should be 
enough to cover the spoon and no more. Fold in the two ingredients and keep working them until you have 
a soft pliable dough that isn’t flaky. You can add some coco powder if you want to make the putty blend in 
with skin tone. 
Younger Children (3-6yrs) 
This age group could watch how the putty is made or just have it premade for them. 
Give each child a small ball of putty and let them form small mounds to stick to their arms. Dab some 
yellow face paint onto the putty to make them look like they are filled with pus and dab some red face 

https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/leprosy/599026
https://www.bible-history.com/backd2/leprosy.html


paint onto the surrounding skin to make it look red and inflamed. You could also use paint pens/lipstick 
etc. For fun leaders can judge who has the most realistic sores.  
 

Talk about 
Not only did people with leprosy have to suffer from painful sores and all the other symptoms of leprosy, 
they had to suffer being an outcast, living away from their family and community and living a life of poverty 
and hardship.  
 

Prayer Activity  Thankfulness 
The story of the 10 lepers reminds us that we should be thankful to God for all the blessings we have. Like 
the 9 lepers who forgot to return to say thanks, we can easily take for granted all the good things that God 
has given us. Let’s say thank you now for good things! 
 
You will need 
Move cube or large dice or box  
6 squares of coloured card or paper to cover the six sides of the dice 
 
What to do 
Gather your group into a big circle. Cover a large dice or move cube with a different colour on each face. 
The children take it in turns to throw the die into the centre of the circle. When it lands, the leader says, 
‘Thank you, God, for…’ and the children complete the sentence with something in whichever colour comes 
up (red roses, green fields, blue sea, yellow chips etc). 
 

Edible craft  
You will need 
Person shaped biscuits 
Writing icing pens 
 
What to do 
The children could make two biscuits, one with a sad expression and one with a happy expression to show 
the men before and after they were healed. You can add bandages, damaged limbs etc for the men before 
they were healed and whole bodies for afterwards.  
 
 

  



Week 3  The Widow’s Coins  
Information for Leaders  
Bible Reference: Mark 12: 41-44, Luke 21: 1-4 
 

Main Teaching Points 
• The widow gave every penny she had out of a heart of great love for God. 

• The rich people gave a small amount of their surplus and liked to be seen to be generous.  

• Jesus valued the widow’s sacrifice above the large donations of the wealthy.  
 

Themes to discover 
Upside down values 
The more we read about how Jesus reacts to various situations and what he says about them, the more we 
understand how different the values of Jesus are to the values of the world.  
To the disciples and everyone else in the temple, the offering of the poor widow compared to the gifts of 
the rich men seemed insignificant, but Jesus said she had given more than all the others combined. 
The poor woman, as a widow, would have had no source of income after her husband’s death. Therefore, 
the two small copper coins were all she had - and yet she offered them to God. The rich, on the other 
hand, had a lot of money to spare. So, what they offered to God was just loose change, money they did not 
depend on. 

Giving to God 
Jesus didn’t focus on how much the widow gave, but on how much she had left for herself and with that he 
was able to measure the condition of her heart. 
What mattered to Jesus was that the widow gave all she had. She made a great sacrifice. Have you ever 
wondered how she managed to survive afterwards without any money to buy the basics? Yet she was 
willing to pass on her tiny offering in hope that it could be used to help others and glorify God. I wonder 
what we can learn from this widow about giving. 
 
 

The Introductory activity introduces the theme of what is of value. 
The Story shows us Jesus’ perspective on giving. 
The Game and Challenge help explore the meaning behind the story. 
The Prayer activity encourages the children to think about what they can give to God. 

 

Additional discussion questions  
Ages 4-7 
Why did the widow give away all her money? 
What can we give to God? 
Ages 7-11 
Why was Jesus not impressed with the large donations of the rich? 
If you were the poor widow, what might stop you giving away the last of your money? 
What does the widow’s gift tell you about how much she trusted God?  



Session 3 Outline 
 

Welcome and Intro 
Registration/Welcome/Prayer 

 
Intro Idea  What is most valuable? 
Ask some of your leaders to bring in some items from home that have value to them. Some should be 
valuable in real terms e.g. jewellery, laptop, car keys, but some should be things which are of value to the 
leader but not intrinsically valuable e.g. a picture that their child has drawn, an old much loved teddy, a 
photo of someone they love, an inexpensive gift from a friend etc.  
Talk about the difference between precious items and things of value. What are the precious things that 
the children have? Allow children to share their thoughts. 
In today’s story, a lady gives a gift to God which is worth very little in money terms but is worth a huge 
amount to Jesus. 
 

Story 
pages 134-135 from The Lion Storyteller Bible 
See Story suggestions for this unit 

 
Challenge   
Optical illusions 
You will need  
Optical Illusions PowerPoint  
Print outs of Optical Illusions 
Rulers/scissors 
What to do 
Show the optical illusions using the PowerPoint if you can or print out copies so everyone can see. 
In each of the pictures the lines/shapes are the same size but look different. Allow a volunteer to measure 
the shapes and lines to make sure they are really the same. Or cut out the shapes and show they are 
identical. 
Talk about 
When you first look at the optical illusions, you get a false impression. When you investigate further you 
see that you were first mistaken. In the story today, Jesus shows the disciples how something that looks 
like very little is actually worth an awful lot! 
 

 

Prayer Activity  Our Gifts 
You will need 
Empty container with a plastic lid (e.g. washing tablets box) 
Coin shapes template (see resources) 
Yellow card 
Pens/pencils 
 
What to do 
Cut out a slot in the plastic lid of your box big enough for the card coins to slot through. Write or stick on 
letters which say ‘our gifts’. 



Encourage the children to think of something they could do for God as a gift to Him. It doesn’t have to be 
giving money, it could be something to do with giving their time e.g. helping tidy up after Sunday School, 
being a good friend to someone, using a skill for God e.g. singing, acting, reading or playing a musical 
instrument in church. 
The children can write or draw ideas on the coin shapes and then slot them into the ‘our gifts’ container.  
The leader can round off by praying e.g. 
Thank you, God, for all the good things you give us. Accept these gifts that we offer today and help us to 
use our time and our skills to serve you. Amen 
 

Game   
You will need 
Various items of shopping (include some child friendly products and some that children might not like e.g. 
kid’s cereal, bag of Haribo sweets, tin of prunes, avocado, etc) 
 
What to do 
Divide your group into teams with 3-4 in each team. 
Give each team a bag of shopping with around 6 different items in the bag. 
The teams must work out which items they think are the cheapest and which the most expensive and put 
all the items in order beginning with the cheapest. Give the teams a point for each item they got correct. 
Now get the children to order the items according to which they like best. Compare the results.  
 
Talk about 
What is precious to God is not just giving lots of money but being faithful and serving him with a loving 
heart.   
 

 “Dive In” Activity Week 

Welcome and Intro 

Recap briefly on the stories covered in the last 3 sessions using some of the recap ideas at the beginning of 

the programme.  

There is an information sheet to go along with each activity.  It is helpful if leaders talk about the story as a 

reminder to the children when they are explaining the activity.  

1. Recreate a scene  Dress up  
You will need 
A range of dress up clothes and accessories including 
scarves, hats, jewellery -some in fancy materials and some 
in plain dark colours. Also include some torn items and 
some bandages. 
Mirror 

 
What to do 
Encourage the children to dress up in the clothes provided and see what they look like in the mirror.  
Look at the difference between the clothes the poor widow would have worn, or the ten lepers 
compared to the rich religious leaders. 

  



 
2. Prayer Response to the Story   

Sorry Prayers for when we mess up 
You will need 
Pictures of people doing things wrong (see resources)  
Bowl of corn flour and water  
What to do 
Make up the corn flour gloop before hand 
Ask the children to each choose a picture which they can relate to 
having done recently and are sorry about.  
Encourage the children to pray using the prayer on the instruction sheet as a guide. After saying the 
prayer, the children can push their pictures into the ‘messy gloop’ until they disappear.  

 

3. Retell the Story  Paper men 
You will need 
A4 paper 
pens/pencils/markers 
scissors 
 
What to do 
Make a set of ten paper men linked together. Use A4 paper, 
cut in half lengthways and folded in a zigzag into five equal 
sections. Draw a person on the top section, making sure 
that the hands and feet extend to the folds at both sides. Cut round the shapes, but not on the folds and 
open out. Tape the ten people into one long strip, then draw sad faces on one side of the strip and happy 
faces on the other side. You can add details like bandages, sore spots etc to the sad side. Retell the story 
using your paper men prop.  
 
 

4. Explore the story  Thank you notes 
You will need 
Thank you note (see resources) or plain paper to design your own 
Colouring pens 
Pens/pencils 
 
What to do 
Design your own thank you note or colour the one provided. 
Inside write some things you are thankful to God for e.g. your 
family, your pet, God’s creation, hobbies you enjoy, opportunities 
etc.  
Pray quietly thanking God for all his blessings.  

 

  



 
5. Make the story  Money boxes 

You will need 
Empty containers such as coffee tins, pringles boxes  
Coloured paper 
Decorations such as stick on gems, sequins, stickers 
Glue sticks 
Scissors 
 
What to do 
Cut a slot in the lid of your tin big enough for coins to fit in. (best done 
by an adult). 
Decorate your tin with strips of different coloured paper, sequins, 
stickers etc. 
 

 

 
6. Eat the story Coin Biscuits 

You will need 
Round biscuits  
Chocolate and vanilla butter icing OR 
Lemon curd/chocolate spread 
Butter knives or spoons 
edible decorations 
writing icing pens 
paper plates or napkins 
 hand wipes 
 
What to do 
Spread some butter icing or chocolate spread or lemon curd on your biscuit - brown colour for copper 
coins and golden colour for gold/silver coins. Use the edible decorations or icing pens to add monetary 
values. Enjoy eating! 

 

 


